“This is Not Your Grandparents’ South Carolina: The Changing Face of the Palmetto State”

 Request for Proposals

The Humanities CouncilSC seeks proposals from interested institutional or nonprofit applicants designed to address one of the important issues or topics facing South Carolina in the 21st century as a result of rapid societal change.  Projects should be grounded in the perspectives of the various humanities disciplines (history, literature, languages, linguistics, philosophy, ethics, culture, comparative religion, anthropology, etc.) and have a serious inquiry, investigating how South Carolina has changed over the past 50 years in terms of such elements as:

· economics

· race relations

· technology

· urban vs. rural

· education 

For the majority of its history, South Carolina was a rural, agricultural state with a social fabric that included such features as: a strong sense of place and community, a strong sense of family, racial division, gender inequality, and the dominance of traditional religion, among others. However, in the past 50 years, numerous changes have taken place in the state, from the growth of cities and suburbs, to increasing rates of divorce and illegitimate births, to growing immigration, to an increase in participation in nontraditional and non-western religions in the state.
The Humanities CouncilSC believes that these issues are important for public discussion and to address the future of the Palmetto State. Efforts must be made to understand our past, to share one another’s stories, and to develop a clear vision for South Carolina in the 21st century.  Political leaders, educational institutions, and cultural agencies must do all they can to provide programs and events which bring diverse groups together, native and newcomer, to examine the state’s history and traditions and to weave new threads into common understanding about how we will approach the challenges of the 21st century. The Humanities CouncilSC will look favorably at proposals which deal with what these trends portend for South Carolina in this new century. We invite your organization or institution to join in the effort. Our intent is that grant applications will investigate societal changes in the state and answer such questions as:

“Are there any cohesive forces that can help redefine community for South Carolina today?”

“Are there distinct cultural values and traditions in this state that should be retained and shared with newcomers?”

“How can careful study and reflection about South Carolina’s history, literature, race relations, culture, and religious beliefs assist in answering the questions of community and culture in the 21st century?” 

The Humanities CouncilSC will not set aside specific grant dollars to applicants who submit proposals under the rubric of this request; applicants will be in the normal competitive pool for Council review.  However, priority will be given to proposals that address an important issue for their community or region; utilize the perspectives of one or more humanities disciplines; and develop proper formats for distribution or implementation.  Developing a collaborative base of support locally is also important.  
The Guidelines and Application for this RFP can be found on The Humanities CouncilSC website at www.schumanities.org. Staff will be happy to work with you on draft ideas related to this request. Please contact the Grants & Programs Officer, Theresa (T.J.) Wallace, at tjwallace@schumanities.org or 803-771-2477, for more information.
